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At Lincoln Carlton Academy, we recognise the dual impact that Reading for Pleasure and the teaching of reading have on the development of essential 
skills for school life and beyond; it is an integral part of everyday life and is a prerequisite for all areas of our challenging curriculum, further schooling 
and eventually the workplace. Therefore, our reading curriculum places significant emphasis on ensuring our children are competent, confident and 
fluent readers. 

We believe that all our children can become fluent readers, regardless of background or ability, and this is why we teach phonics and early reading 
through Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme. Using The Literacy Tree, a book-based 
platform, we have created a coherently planned and sequenced curriculum that utilises the carefully chosen and ambitious core texts to ensure that 
cumulative fluency is achieved over time.  

The reading curriculum at LCA aims to empower our children by exposing them to a wide range of genres and authors, which will broaden and deepen 
their knowledge of the world around them and reflect the rich diversity of our community.  It encompasses high-quality modern 21st century novels, 
picture books, non-fiction texts, poetry, well-known tales and abridged versions of classic literature. Through this comprehensive range of texts, we 
develop a love of language and every child’s vocabulary is enriched. 

Our reading curriculum is ambitious for all: 

“Every student, Every lesson, All the time” 
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Phonics  
In Reception and Year 1, we teach Phonics and early reading through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme. Children in Reception 
make a strong start, with teaching beginning in the second full week of the Autumn term with Phase 2 GPCs. Building on from their Nursery 
experiences, we also continue to share high-quality stories, nursery rhymes and poems, further develop focused listening and attention skills, 
including oral blending and ensure the environment supports high-quality language. We have a strong focus on language development in child-
initiated time, with adults modelling and enjoying quality interactions with our children because we know that speaking and listening are crucial skills 
for reading and writing in all subjects.  
Through Reception and Year 1, Phonics is taught daily by trained practitioners, who deliver the programme with consistency and fidelity, enabling 
children to build on their prior knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering Phonics to read and spell. 
Reading practice sessions allow children to practise and apply their phonic knowledge three times a week using decodable books that are matched to 
the child’s secure phonic knowledge. Each session has a clear focus on three key reading skills - decoding, prosody and comprehension. The 
decodable book is then taken home to share their reading success. This is in addition to a shared reading book from the school library. 
Regular and rigorous assessment ensures that children are identified should they require additional support with Phonics/early reading. Individual 
and small group ‘keep up’ sessions are planned and delivered so that every child secures their learning.  
Phonics and reading practice sessions continue in Year 2 for those children who have yet to secure Phonics. Following consolidation of Phase 5 and a 
fluency assessment in the Autumn term, those who require additional Phonics teaching continue on the Little Wandle Rapid Catch up programme 
until they are secure in both Phonic knowledge and reading fluency. 
 
 



 

 

From this point until the end of Year 6, children take part in daily reading sessions using the planned Literacy Tree texts.  
 
Teachers are highly skilled at adapting Literacy Tree planning to ensure: 
• That planning addresses any misconceptions identified through ongoing assessment.  
• That planning anticipates misconceptions that may arise.  
• There are scaffolds for those who need to continue to build their cumulative fluency and close gaps. 
 
Reading places books at the core of our curriculum across all year groups.  At Lincoln Carlton Academy you will see: 
• Teachers reading to their students daily 
• Children engaging in regular ‘book talk’.  For example: 

o Activating prior knowledge 
o Character understanding 
o Recognising themes 
o Atmosphere, mood and emotion 

• Accessible libraries, class reading areas and displays 
• Modelling of key strategies for fluency using EARS (E- Expression, A- Automaticity, R-Rhythm and phrasing and S- Smoothness) 
      Explicit teaching of skills necessary for effective comprehension 
• Children independently accessing reading materials in age appropriate libraries 
• Teachers guiding children to make successful reading choices through a deep knowledge of their preferences 
• Shared reading opportunities across the school 
• Whole school events such as World Book Day, Author webinars and National Poetry Day 
 
There is a rigorous programme in place for assessing reading fluency as children come away from the Little Wandle Programme. This ensures that 
children have all the skills they need to be a confident text reader. Where intervention is needed, this is implemented rapidly and consistently. More 
information can be found in the Anthem Reading Strategy.  
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When children leave LCA they will: 
Be passionate about reading and regularly enjoy reading for pleasure. 
Understand the importance of reading in relation to their future aspirations. 
Be confident and fluent readers who are able to apply this to all areas of the curriculum and beyond.  
Be motivated, independent lifelong learners. 
Be able to make connections between what they have learnt and use this to further continue to broaden their knowledge. 
Have developed a wide and varied range of vocabulary (this is particularly important for our most disadvantaged pupils). 
 



English and children with Special Educational Needs 

The graduated approach handbook for SEND students should be used to provide the simple, everyday strategies that should be employed to support learners in the 

classroom. The strategies below are aimed more specifically at adapting the English curriculum for SEND learners. 

In guided reading/writing, 
place students who need 
most support opposite 
the teacher so they can 
hear and see teacher 
prompts clearly. 

When monitoring class 
independent reading and 
writing, make sure the 
teacher and additional 
adults position 
themselves so all pupils 
are within range of eye 
contact. 

Make available a range of 
accessible materials 
including, for example: 

• Chunky pencils 

• Different coloured 
crayons 

• Individual 
whiteboards and pens 
for writing in different 
contexts. 

• Pencil grips for pupils 
who need them. 

Approach English 
concepts at a level of 
understanding that is 
appropriate, eg grammar 
may be better taught by 
modelling, rather than 
through the use of explicit 
and metalinguistic 
vocabulary, such as verbs, 
adjectives, subordinate 
clauses, which will 
confuse some pupils. 

Film and video are 
powerful tools to support 
English learning, 
particularly in relation to 
storytelling and the study 
of literature. 

Use visual aids or other 
concrete supports when 
dealing with abstract 
topics – for example, 
teaching about rhythm in 
poetry through clapping 
and pacing. 

When teaching poetry 
and texts that make high 
language demands, use 
active teaching strategies, 
such as drama − eg to 
explore a scene from 
Shakespeare, or build 
sound collages for a 
poem. 

In reading comprehension 
activities, ask pupils to 
illustrate the story setting; 
draw the main character 
and annotate with notes 
on the features and views 
of the character. 

Use activities involving 
drama skills such as hot 
seating. In drafting, eg for 
writing a persuasive text, 
use role-play as part of 
the preparation. 

Summarise sequences of 
events through mind 
maps, spider plans, role-
play, drama etc. 

Pupils can use image 
technology to support the 
writing process – for 
example, by creating a 
storyboard of pictures as 
a scaffold for writing a 
narrative. 

ICT can be used to offer 
alternatives to writing as 
a way of responding to 
text, eg through creating 
an electronic 
presentation, perhaps 
with images, as a 
response to text. 

Clicker helps with 
spelling, providing a 
talking word bank. 

Allow pupils enough time 
to complete reading and 
written tasks with 
appropriate support, eg a 
guided writing session or 
a one-to-one reading 
conference. 

Some pupils with more 
significant learning 
disabilities may not yet 
have the ability to analyse 
language, but can be 
helped to form and 
express their own views 
independently through 
modelling and practice. 

Introduce key vocabulary 
explicitly and ensure this 
includes verbs as well as 
nouns – for example, as 
well as teaching rhythm 
and symbolism in 
readiness for writing a 
literary critical essay, also 
introduce the common 
verbs used to develop 
literary comment, such as 
depicts, conveys, 
suggests, evokes… 

Highlight key words for 
the main message of the 
text. These could be 
individual words, but will 
more often be phrases 
such as persuasive 
language, noun phrases, 
or character portraits. 

Be aware that metaphor 
(for example, in poetry) 
and irony can be 
interpreted literally by 
some pupils (including 
those on the autistic 
spectrum), creating 
confusion and/or 
misunderstanding. 



 

Curriculum Map – Early Years Foundation Stage - Reception 

 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Little Wandle 
Phonics 
progression 
 

Phase 2 -New GPCs 

s, a, t, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, 
ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l 

Tricky words: is, the I 

Phase 2 - New GPCs 

ff, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, 
qu, sh, th, ng, nk 

Tricky words: as, and has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, 
she, he, of, we, me, be 

Phase 3 - New GPCs 

ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, oo, ar, 
or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, er 

Tricky Words: was, you, 
they, my, by, all, are, 
sure, pure 

Phase 3 - Review Ph2/3 
GPCs 

Words with 2 or more 
digraphs 

-ing words 

Compound Words 

Secure reading of tricky 
words taught so far 

Phase 4 - Review Ph2/3 
GPCs 

Words with short vowels 

Root words ending -ing, -
ed, -est 

New tricky words: said, 
so, have, like, some, 
come, love, do, were, 
here, little, says, there, 
when, what, one, out, 
today 

Phase 4 - Review Ph2/3 
GPCs 

Words with long vowels 

Root words ending: 

–ing 

–ed /t/, 

–ed /id/ /ed/ 

–ed /d/ 

 

Secure reading of tricky 
words taught so far 

Little Wandle 
text progression                     

          Foundation 
 

Phase 2 set 1 
 

Phase 2 set 4 
 

Phase 3 set 1 
 
 

Phase 3 set 2 
 
 

Phase 4 set 1 
 

Core Texts The Colour Monster by 
Alana Llenas 

Little Red Hen 

Farmer Duck by Martin 
Wardell 

 

A Squash and a Squeeze 
by Julia Donaldson 

The Everywhere Bear by 
Julia Donaldson 

In Every House on Every 
Street by Jess Hitchman 

Owl babies by Martin 
Waddell 

Monkey Puzzle by Julia 
Donaldson 

The Emperor’s Egg by 
Martin Jenkings 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Little Red Riding Hood 

 

 

Superworm by Julia 
Donaldson 

The extraordinary 
gardener by Sam 
Boughton 

The tiny seed by Eric 
Carle 

The Hundred Bus by Mike 
Smith 

Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones 

Super Milly and the 
Super School Day by 
Stephanie Clarkson & 
Gwen Millward 

Poetry Basket LW Foundation rhymes 
 
Chop Chop 
 
Sliced Bread 

Winter performance  
 
Five Little Peas 
 
Leaves are falling 

Five Little Owls 
 
Monkey Babies 
 
I can build a snowman 

Pancakes 
 
Dance 
 
The fox 

A Little Seed 
 
I have a little frog 
 
Under a stone 

Rock Pool 
 
Stepping Stones 

Curriculum Map – Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



Little Wandle 
Phonics 
progression 

Review of Phase 3 and 4 
GPCs 
New Phase 5 graphemes: 
ai and ay (play) 
ow and ou (cloud) 
oi and oy (toy) 
ee and ea (each) 
 
Secure reading of tricky 
words taught so far  

New Phase 5 GPCs  
ur and ir (bird) 
igh and ie (pie) 
oo yoo and ue (blue and rescue) 
yoo and u (unicorn) 
oa and o (go) 
igh and i (tiger) 
ai and a (paper) 
ee and e (he) 
ai and a-e (shake) 
igh and i-e (time) 
oa and o-e (home) 
oo, yoo and u-e (rude and cute) 
ee and e-e (these) 
oo, yoo and ew (chew and new) 
ee and ie (shield) 
or and aw (claw) 
 
New tricky words: 
their, people, oh, your, Mrs, Mr, 
Ms, could, would, should, our, 
house, mouse, water, want 

New Phase 5 GPCs 
ee and y (funny) 
e and ea (head) 
w and wh (wheel) 
oa, oe and ou (toe and 
shoulder) 
igh and y (fly) 
oa and ow (snow) 
j and g (giant) 
f and ph (phone) 
l, le and al (apple and 
metal) 
s and c (ice) 
v and ve (give) 
u, o-e, o and u (some, 
mother and young) 
z and se (cheese) 
s, se, and ce (mouse and 
fence) 
ee and ey (donkey) 
 
New tricky words: any, 
many, again, who, whole, 
where, two, school, call, 
different, thought, through, 
friend, work 

New Phase 5 GPCs 
ur and or (word) 
oo, u and oul (awful and 
would) 
air and are (share) 
or, au, oor, al (author, 
dinosaur, floor and walk) 
ch, tch and ture (match, 
adventure) 
ar, al and a (half, father) 
or and a (water) 
o and a (want) 
air, ear, ere (bear and there) 
ur and ear (learn) 
r and wr (wrist) 
s, st and sc (whistle and 
science) 
c and ch (school) 
sh and ch (chef) 
z and ze (freeze) 
 
New tricky words: once, 
laugh, because eye 

Phonics – Little Wandle 
Revisit and secure Phase 5 
(PSC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secure reading of tricky 
words taught so far 

New Phase 5 graphemes:  
/ai/ eigh aigh ey ea eight straight 
grey break 
/n/ kn gn knee gnaw 
/m/ mb thumb 
/ear/ ere eer here deer 
/zh/ su si treasure vision  
/j/ dge bridge  
/i/ y crystal 
/j/ ge large 
/sh/ ti ssi si ci potion mission 
mansion delicious  
/or/ augh our oar ore daughter 
pour oar more 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New tricky words: busy beautiful 
pretty hour move improve 
parents  shoe 

Little Wandle 

text 

progression                     

Phase 4 Set 2 Phase 5 Set 1 Phase 5 Set 2 Phase 5 Set 3 Phase 5 Set 4 

Core texts Cave baby by Julia 

Donaldson 

 

Astro Girl by Ken Wilson-

Max 

The Naughty Bus bu Jan & Jerry 

Oke 

 

Billy and the Beast by Nadia 

Shireen 

The odd egg by Emily 

Gravett 

 

Leo and the octopus by 

Isabelle Marinov 

Stanley’s stick by John 

Hegley & Neal Layton 

 

The see saw by Tom Percival 

Lost and found by Oliver 

Jeffers 

 

Pig the pug by Aaron Blabey 

Dadaji’s paintbrush by Rashmi 

Sirdeshpande 

 

The Magic bed by John 

Burningham 

Poetry Basket *Previous yr poems 
 
Falling apples 
 
Mice 

 

Winter performance 
 
A little house  
 
Carrot nose  

 

Lets put on our mittens 
 

Who has seen the wind?  

Spring wind  
 
Pitter patter  
 
A little shell 

Thunderstorm  
 
A basket of apples  
 
Shoes 

A little flower  
 
If I were so very small  
 
Mrs Bluebird 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anthem Reading Sequence Components  

 

 

Year 2 Curriculum Map 



Autumn 

 

Spring 

 

Summer 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Curriculum Map 
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Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 Curriculum Map 
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Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Curriculum Map 
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Year 6 Curriculum Map 

Autumn 
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Summer 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 





 



 


